Sample Itinerary

The Skagit Valley Tulip Festival offers a myriad of venues for tours. This is a sample what I would suggest as a “typical” tour. Many of our events and activities happen only one, two or three days. Please contact Cindy Verge, Executive Director, Skagit Valley Tulip Festival at cindy@tulipfestival.org to find out what additional opportunities are available during your scheduled tour.

10 am Arrive in Skagit County

Visit Golden Glen Creamery – Experience cheese and dairy product production at a small scale with this boutique creamery. 15098 Field Rd., Bow, WA (360)766-MILK. 
Estimated time at attraction: 1 hour

Take Highway 20 from the creamery until intersection at Avon Allen Rd. From there hook up to McLean Rd., and then on to Beaver Marsh Rd. Travel time about 25 minutes.
Arrive at RoozenGaarde: a three acre display garden with formal plantings, snacks to eat (espresso, light food, etc.) and a gift shop. Please call ahead with your reservations so they know you are coming. 15867 Beaver Marsh Rd., (360) 424-8531. Admission $5 per adult. Festival Hours 9 am to 7 pm.

Estimated time at attraction: 1 hour

Board bus and journey from RoozenGaarde to the Kiwanis Salmon Barbecue at Hillcrest Park in Mount Vernon (travel time about 15 minutes). From RoozenGaarde, turn right out of loading area onto Beaver Marsh Rd., right on McLean Rd., staying on McLean until reaching stoplight. Turn right onto SR 536, proceed over bridge, following signs to I-5. Go under freeway and up Kincaid St., turning right onto 13th and then 4 blocks to Hillcrest Park entrance.

Note: the group will have your meal waiting for your group (if over 15 individuals) if you make reservations. Kiwanis Club 23rd Annual Salmon Barbeque – Delicious meal includes alder grilled salmon with baked potato, coleslaw, garlic bread, beverages and ice cream. Served inside historic Hillcrest Lodge, 11am-7pm daily.  adult plate $12;  child/senior plate $10; [Visa/MC]  Call (360) 428-5959 and ask for Betsy to schedule groups of 15 or more.
Leave Hillcrest Park at 1:30

Afternoon Itinerary possibilities:

Art Shows: Four Art Shows are going on during the festival, each offering a different venue for visitors.

Art in a Pickle Barn –Fine Art, Prints, Photography, Cards, Jewelry, Sculpture, more. Music, Demos, Kids Crafts- Check events for daily activities.  Sales help fund Skagit Valley Community College Scholarships. Free Admission. Handicap Accessible, RV parking. Open April 1-30. At 14904 State Route 20, Mount Vernon, WA 98273 www.skagitart.org.  
Art at the Schoolhouse- Stanwood Camano Arts Guild, a group of talented and award winning artists, offering fine art and crafts for your home and garden.  Come to the historic c. 1888 school house at Christianson's Nursery.    Open 9AM-6PM April 6-29.  15806 Best Road, Mount Vernon. 360-466-3821. www.standwoodarts.com. 
Pleasant Ridge Gallery at Rexville – An outstanding fine crafts and art by superb local artists. Pottery, paintings, jewelry, herbal delights, baskets, prints bamboo, glass, hats, scarves and wreathes. Artist demonstrations throughout the festival. Updates at www.geocities.com/rexvillegallery.  Open daily April 6-22 11am-6pm. 19299 Rexville Grange Road Mount Vernon. (360) 466-0469. 
Art BASH – Annual presentation by Art League North, an eclectic group of regional artists working in various media. April 1-30 11 am-7 pm. At the Farmhouse Restaurant, 13724 La Conner Whitney Rd., Mount Vernon, WA 98273. (360) 391-5840.
Or, visit one of our local casinos, Skagit Valley Casino Resort or The Tulalip Resort Casino.
Skagit Valley Casino Resort – Entertainment is our game! Escape to The Skagit and enjoy all your favorite slots and table games, a luxury hotel, three restaurants, headline concerts, live entertainment and more! 5 min north of Mount Vernon. 5984 North Darrk Lane, Bow. (877)275-2448  www.theskagit.com 

Tulalip Resort Casino – Fun is the name of the Game at Tulalip. Get the best odds, variety and selection of games and the most cash-back of any casino. Extra promotions with more ways to win! 10200 Quil Ceda Blvd, Tulalip, WA 98271 (360) 761-6000 or (888) 272-1111.
Or, take a winery tour:
Carpenter Creek Winery – Skagit Valley’s premier boutique winery. Sample some of Skagit County's finest wines and local gourmet products. 20376 E. Hickox Rd Mount Vernon. (360) 848-6673. www.carpentercreek.com. Thurs - Mon 11-6
Pasek Cellars Winery – Wine maker Gene Pasek crafts unique and delicious wines from Washington grapes, plus tropical and NW fruits. Stop by our tasting room at Exit 221 at the Conway Skagit Barn and sample the Official Tulip Festival wines. 11-5 daily. (360) 445-4048. www.pasekcellars.com. 
Tulip Valley Winery – Free Tasting. Stop by the Big Red Barn for award winning wine. Take a break and enjoy a glass on the deck.  Enjoy original artwork by J&L Art Show.  Open daily during the Festival. 16163 State Route 536 Mount Vernon, just East of Beaver Marsh Rd (360) 428-6894. www.tulipvalley.net
Estimated time at afternoon attractions: 2 hours.

Finish the tour day by visiting our other display garden, Tulip Town. Tulip Town has an indoor display garden, vendors, food service, and 60 varieties of tulips in their field. Visitors can either walk thru the acres of blooming tulips or take a trolley ride out in the fields. Open April 1-30, 9 am to 5:30 pm. Admission adults $5. Tour buses should call ahead for reservations (360) 424-8152, 15002 Bradshaw Rd., Mount Vernon.

Estimated time at attraction: 1.5 hours.

Leave Tulip Town at 5:15 pm. Be sure to drive by the 100s of acres of farmers fields of tulips in our area. To plan your route, you will need an Official Tulip Festival brochure (free). You can request it from www.tulipfestival.org. 

There are many restaurant choices for dinner, all listed on our website. Many can handle medium to small groups – just call them at the numbers listed. Here are some suggested dinner options for tour groups (please call ahead for reservations):

Farmhouse Restaurant- 13724 La Conner Whitney Rd Mount Vernon (360) 466-4411.

Anacortes Brewery and Rockfish Grill –320 Commercial Ave. Anacortes (360)588-1720. www.anacortesrockfish.com
Max Dale's Steak & Chop House –2030 Riverside Dr. Mount Vernon (360) 424-7171. www.maxdales.com
La Conner Seafood and Prime Rib House – 614 S 1st, La Conner (360) 466-4014

Olive Garden – 1809 Marketplace Dr, Burlington (360) 757-0480

Carino’s Italian – 150 Cascade Mall Dr., Burlington (360) 757-4535

Applebee’s Neighborhood Bar and Grill – 188 Cascade Mall Dr., Burlington (360) 757-1414
Suggested Lodging Establishments who can accommodate large groups:

Anacortes Inn

Best Western PLUS Cottontree Inn

Cocusa Motel

Fairfield Inn & Suites

Hampton Inn & Suites

Holiday Inn Express Hotel

La Conner Channel Lodge

Majestic Inn & Spa

Skagit Valley Casino Resort

The Skagit Ridge Hotel

Tulalip Resort Casino

All of these lodging choices are listed on our website. There are other establishments listed there as well – some are a bit small, but depending on the size of your group, they may be able to accommodate your group as well.

The Swinomish Casino and Lodge is set to open in April 2012. It will be able to handle large tour groups as well.
